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Third Sector Policy Group

Meeting 2nd December 2008

Council Chamber, Warrington Town Hall 

Minutes 

	Present:
	
	Title 

	
	Cllr Liz Smith (LS)
	Chair

	
	Stephanie Saxon (SS)
	Assistant Third Sector Officer (facilitator)

	
	Peter Harrison (PH)
	Third Sector Officer (Facilitator)

	
	Jan Holding (JH)
	PCT – Head of Partnerships

	
	Heather Henry (HH)
	PCT – Head of Commissioning and Market Development

	
	Steve Cullen (SC)
	Warrington CAB

	
	Nigel Bacon (NB)
	Chief Executive Warrington CVS

	
	Dave Matthews (DM)
	Mental Health Board Representative

	
	Pam Arnold (PA)
	Families and Young People Forums Representative

	
	Terry Charnock (TC)
	Principal Officer, Corporate Social Care

	
	Jayne Horton (JH2)
	Warrington Disability Forums Representative

	
	Neil Anderson (NA)
	Community Engagement Representative


	
	
	

	Apologies:
	
	

	
	Peter Taylor (PT)
	LSP (Transport Enterprise Economic Development)

	
	Richard Hill (RH)
	Cheshire Police Constabulary

	
	Steve Winfield (SW)
	Mental Health Board Representative

	
	Ingrid Summersgill (IS)
	Children’s Representative

	
	Sue Cockerill (SC2)
	Head of Children’s Services

	
	Eileen Fitzgerald (EF)
	OPEG

	
	Jan Souness (JS)
	LSP (Safer Stronger Communities)

	
	Colette Thomas (CT)
	LSP Policy Manager


	1. Minutes – 3SPG 13/08/2008
	Actions

	Agreed.

Point 2  – The terms of reference for the Policy Group were agreed by the LSP on 19/08/2008.

Point 3   - Representatives have now been agreed; Heather Henry for PCT and Richard Hill for Police.

A working group will be set up to discuss and review membership of the policy group.


	TC,NB, LS

	2. Minutes – Extraordinary Meeting 08/10/2008 
	

	Agreed.

	

	3. Work Plan Update 
	

	A) Local Compact:  LS advised the group that two sessions had taken place with a third session scheduled for 17/12/2008.  A draft will be circulated in the New Year.  The draft will be out for consultation for 12 weeks and will go via the following boards:

· Network Hub

· Community Care Commissioning Group

· LSP

· PCT

· CVS Newsletter (special mailing)
B) Third Sector Assembly:  PH circulated the minutes from the planning group containing the proposed programme and  advised that the Assembly planning group have agreed that:

· Assembly will beheld at the Pyramid in Spring

· Terms of reference (ToR) have been amended (circulated)

The PCT representatives from the Acute Trust and GP’s are to be invited.

The group agreed with the suggestions made for the Assembly programme by the planning group.

C) Third Sector Partnership Team (3SPT):

TC advised that the 3SPT have now been relocated to the Gateway and are jointly managed by Terry Charnock and Nigel Bacon on behalf of the LSP.  The Third Sector Partnership Officer post will be advertised in the next couple of weeks.  Kim Bate, Assistant Regeneration Officer will work alongside the team for two days pw.
The contact details for the team will be circulated shortly.
HH advised that she made a presentation to the NHS board and advised the Board were keen for HH to arrange practical workshops with the Third Sector.

The group agreed to hold joint workshops between NHS Warrington and Warrington BC regarding Commissioning in response to the VCS review.  Date and location to be agreed.

D)Terms of Reference (ToR):

The ToR’s for the Third Sector Policy Group have been agreed.
The following changes to the ToR’s for the assembly were agreed by the group:

· Title to be “Third Sector Partnership Assembly”

· Purpose – the third bullet to read inter-relationships in place of policies.

· Purpose – an additional bullet to be added promoting the Compact.

· Membership – to read ‘publicly funded’ services.

· Agenda – to read “ is an opportunity for members to present..”
· Agenda – change title ‘Dragons Den’ to read ‘Innovations Forum’.

Amended ToRs to be circulated with the minutes.

E) Information and Advice Services:
TC advised that this is an ongoing process.  The aim of the exercise is to separate out generic and specific advice.  Tommy Wallace is the Lead Commissioner, the specification is to be finalised over the next two months.  TC will be liaising with the PCT to widen the remit.
The group agreed that the definition of information and advice needs to be clear.    
The group discussed the boundaries for the involvement of the Third Sector.  It was agreed that the Third Sector need to be consulted on the Commissioning process to seek their advice on service need / demand.  HH advised that the final parameters for involvement would be agreed between TC, NB and herself.

TC will speak to Tommy Wallace and establish a task group to feed into the process.  Group agreed membership of the task group to include 50% representation from the third sector and representation from Neil Anderson’s Section.  The group will feedback at the next meeting.

	JH/HH

TC/HH/ NB

SS
HH.NB, TC

TC

	4. Priorities – Next Quarter
	

	The group agreed that the following tasks were the priority for the upcoming quarter:

· Publicising and Promoting the Third Sector Partnership Team.

· Completion of Local Compact

· Establishment / Launch of the Assembly
· Terms of Reference for the Information and Advice working group.

· Training issues to be identified – Third Sector Policy Group to provide training. PH/SS to research training opportunities.

· Establish links to the Neighbourhood agenda.

· An update to be provided on new or reviewed strategies and policies.  LS/PH to circulate the form used for Executive Board.
· Volunteers Strategy – SS to establish working.  JH will send SS recent paperwork from the Children’s Volunteer Strategy.

	PH/SS

LS/PH

SS/JH2

	5. Any Other Business 
	

	The meeting for 14th January and 15th April have been cancelled.

	

	Date Of Next Meeting 
	

	Thursday 12th March, 3pm, Conference Centre, The Gateway.
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