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Third Sector Partnership Assembly

Terms of Reference

Mission Statement

The Third Sector Partnership Assembly aims to bring together voluntary and statutory agencies in partnership to develop and promote a thriving, effective and influential third sector that will work to improve the quality of life for the people of Warrington.

Purpose

The purpose of the Third Sector Partnership Assembly is to:

· Promote dialogue and understanding between the third sector and statutory partner agencies around the government’s agenda of promoting public service delivery by the third sector
· Enable the third sector to contribute to identifying the priorities and outcomes for Warrington residents, for example to inform commissioning plans and contribute to the development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy.

· Engage the third sector in the commissioning process and the development of local inter-relationships
· Promote joint work, peer support, joint learning, and develop new initiatives and ways of working between the third sector and statutory partners
· Promote the Local Compact
Membership

The membership of the Assembly will be open to all third sector organisations who are involved with or interested in the delivery of publicly funded services and to all local statutory and public agencies, and Elected Members who work with the third sector.

Roles

The Assembly will be chaired by an Elected Member of Warrington Borough Council, and will be serviced by the Third Sector Partnership Team in the Council’s Community Services Directorate, who will provide secretariat functions.
The Agenda

The Assembly will be an open dynamic learning environment, designed to encourage challenge and promote change, through the following agenda items:

· Policy learning zone. Speakers will be invited to increase understanding of relevant local, regional and national policy. A key theme will be commissioning.

· Case studies – learning by example. Practioners will be invited to present case studies of successfully commissioned services.

· Identifying priorities and needs. The meetings will discuss the changing needs of the population of Warrington, highlighting evidence based issues and trends. Members will be able to bring their research and evaluation for dissemination and discussion.

· Innovations Forum. This will be an opportunity for members to present their ideas for new initiatives and ways of working to encourage innovation and gain constructive feedback. 

Frequency

The Assembly will meet twice yearly.

Powers

The Assembly will report to and make recommendations to the Third Sector Policy Group of the Warrington Partnership.
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