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Arts Grants – Information, Criteria and Guidance Notes
Each year the arts development team at Warrington Borough Council has limited funding available to support arts activity across the Borough. This is used to develop community participation and professional development in the arts.  

There are three grant categories which can be applied to:

· Grants for Arts Training and Conferences for individuals
· Grants for Arts Projects
· Grants for Arts Organisations

Each grant category has its own criteria as detailed below. For some applications where there is a risk the activity may not take, awards may be made and paid retrospectively once the activity has been completed. There are also the following criteria for all grant strands. 
All strands of Arts Grants will not fund:

· Cost of hiring venues
· Food / refreshments
· Revenue or core funding – for example general ongoing costs such as tutors costs, building or accommodation costs or those elements of the business that would be undertaken as a core part of day to day duties.
· Funding for the same project or event year on year, unless it is significantly different to previous years activity and shows development and sustainability
· Duplicate applications to different grant strands for the same project
· Furtherance of religious activities

· Political activities 

· Raising funds for other causes

Additionally
· Grants must only be used for the purpose of the application and any under spend or in the event that the course / training / competition do not take place, funding must be returned to the Council.

· Only one application per applicant for each strand will be considered in each financial year.
· Match funding of 25% must be from a source external to Warrington Borough Council, i.e. not from another WBC grant programme or scheme.
· All successful applicants must acknowledge the financial support of Warrington Borough Council in a manner mutually agreed between the authority and the applicant, e.g. displaying logo on publicity, referencing support in press release etc. 
The Grants panel at Warrington Borough Council will assess applications. This panel meets on the last Monday of the month unless this is a bank holiday when a date near to this is agreed by the panel. Applications should be posted or emailed one week in advance of this to give time to check it is correctly and fully completed. 
Return to: Arts Grants, Pyramid, Palmyra Square South, Warrington WA1 1BL or Email to: arts@warrington.gov.uk.  

Grants for Arts Training and Conferences 

Grants are available for the pursuit of excellence in an artform. Grants will contribute to the cost of course, accommodation and travel.

Applications will be accepted from:

· Individuals from Warrington (adults and young people)
· Artists living or working in Warrington 

Grants will be targeted at the following types of course and applicant.

· Individuals wishing to attend short specialist courses at regional, national or other centres of excellence in order to develop their chosen art form and as part of continuing professional development. This may include competitions provided that there is evidence that it is at a level that offers a developmental experience.
· Performers, artists or students with a proven track record in their artform who wish to further their skills at recognised and accredited centres, either in the UK or abroad.
· We are particularly interested in supporting qualifications that raise standards of teaching and delivery and those that mean that participants may gain qualifications, e.g. Arts Award. 
Assistance will be given for up to 75% of the total cost of attending the course up to a maximum of the following grant levels:

· North West Event
£100 Maximum

· UK Event

 
£200 Maximum

· International Event
£300 Maximum

Criteria 

· Applicants must be living or working extensively within the Borough, or if at college or university, their family residence must be within the Borough.
· Applicants must demonstrate the impact which they feel their proposal will have on the artistic infrastructure or life of the Borough and their own artistic practice or career path.
· Training / courses must be appropriately accredited where applicable or offered by recognised training providers and evidence provided.
· Competitions must be validated by provision of an entry form or other evidence of selection for the event, and must be a development opportunity.
· Applicants must supply full supporting information and references in support of their application.
PLEASE NOTE: 

Assistance will not be given to students wishing to pursue full time studies, e.g. A Level, B Tech, HND, full time vocational or University courses.

Grants for Arts Organisations

Grants for organisations are available to ensure that arts organisations can be set up and thrive within the Borough. If you would like support in this please contact arts@warrington.gov.uk for further support, information, signposting.
Applications will be accepted from:

· Arts Organisations – professional, voluntary or amateur - based in Warrington. An ‘arts organisation’ is an organisation whose main purpose of existence is to provide arts activity, training or deliver creative practice. Community groups wishing to undertake an element of arts work are not eligible for this strand and should apply under the arts projects strand as appropriate.  The purpose of this grant strand is the sustainable development of arts organisations to grow and expand services.
Assistance will be given for up to 75% of the total cost up to a maximum of the following grant levels:
· Set Up Costs 

£500 Maximum

· Internal Development 
£500 Maximum

· New Arts Equipment
£1000 Maximum

Criteria 

· Applications will be accepted from arts organisations to improve the leisure, artistic or cultural opportunities or access to these for the people of Warrington.

· Applications will only be considered from arts organisations operating in the Borough of Warrington.

· Applications should be for specific development projects or purchase of new equipment only and there should be evidence of need and that the new equipment will allow a new dimension to the art to be developed. Replacements for old equipment are not eligible.
· Applications towards overall running costs including, and by definition, deficits will not be considered. This includes for example tutor costs for ongoing activity.
· Applications from large profit making organisations will not be considered.

· Applications should be made on the pro forma issued by the Council appropriate to this fund.
· Accounts should be provided to evidence that the organisation is well run and financially sound. Where ‘Set Up’ costs are applied for the panel may request other evidence of financial safeguards for the future of the organisation. 
Arts organisations working with vulnerable groups must demonstrate that appropriate policies, criminal record checks and insurances are in place and evidence of this should be supplied with your application. If you need any guidance on this please contact the Arts & Sports Engagement Team on 01925 444 069.

Arts Project Grants

Applications are invited for projects that are accessible and involve professional artists, benefit the local community or artists, demonstrate value for money and contribute to a positive quality of life for local people.

Applications will be accepted from:

· Individuals from Warrington

· Artists living or working in Warrington

· Arts Organisations – Professional, Voluntary and Amateur in Warrington

· Cross-departmental projects in Warrington 
In order to develop innovative arts projects priority will be given to projects or groups that have not previously applied.

Assistance will be given for up to 75% of the total cost up to a maximum of the following grant levels:

· Arts Projects
£1000 Maximum

Criteria

· The project must be based within the Borough, and projects with a focus on vulnerable groups of people in vulnerable areas will be prioritised. 
· Projects must include working with professional artists.
· Projects should include aspects of development, capacity building and leave a legacy within the Borough beyond the length of the project.

· Applicants must supply full supporting information and references in support of their application.

· Applications should be made on the pro forma issued by the Council appropriate to this fund. 
Projects or artists working with vulnerable groups must demonstrate that appropriate policies, criminal record checks and insurances are in place and evidence of this should be supplied with your application. If you need any guidance on this please contact the Arts & Sports Engagement Team on 01925 444 069.
Guidance Notes

Each note relates to the corresponding number on the application form.

1. Name of Project / Activity / Training Course: 

This is the activity information – organisational details should be entered in the section above that is not numbered. 
2. Brief Description of Project / Activity / Training Course: 

You may include a separate sheet if more space is required, no more than 2 sides of A4. 

In your description please consider the following questions:

How do you know this Project / Activity / Training is needed?   

What are the aims of the Project / Activity / Training?  

Who is the Project / Activity / Training targeted at?  

What exactly will the Project / Activity / Training be and what will this grant cover?  

How will you ensure the Project / Activity / Training is safe?  

How will you get people involved, raise awareness and publicise the event? 

How will your project involve and benefit the local community?

3. How will you measure the benefits of the Project / Activity / Course
We want to know how your project / activity / course will make a difference. If you’re an individual this might be improving skills to progress you to the next level. If you’re applying for a project grant or as an arts organisation how will we know whether it’s been a success project or how you will learn from anything that has gone less well. We encourage all applicants, including individual, to think about evaluation before and after – what are your hopes and expectations and what actually happened. 
8. How will you make sure the benefits of the project continue in the future?
Tell us how you think this project / activity / course will make a difference in the long term for you, your group or the arts organisation and demonstrate how the benefits will continue into the future, and have a lasting impact. 
10. Budget: 

Income – this may include items such as:

Generated income, e.g. charges for class, subscription, membership fees etc.

Grants, Sponsorship, Donations.
In Kind support, for example volunteer hours, use of equipment free of charge (this should be calculated using the normal rate of pay / hire). 

N.B. Remember this must not be from Warrington Borough Council
Expenditure – this may include items such as artist fees, room hire (not eligible for funding), marketing, travel, production, equipment (purchase and hire), materials, food / refreshments (not eligible for funding). You should include non-eligible items to demonstrate to the panel that you have fully considered all of the expenses associated with your project. 
a) Total Expenditure – this is all off the costs in your project regardless of whether they meet our criteria. 

b) Total non-eligible items (food, venue hire etc.) – this is the total cost of items on your project budget that are not eligible in our criteria.

c) Total project costs eligible for funding – this is a) minus b)

11. Amount that you are applying for:
· The amount that you can apply for in all of the categories is 75% of the total eligible project cost up to the maximum amount specified. This is calculated as follows: 

1. Total project costs eligible for funding – as in 10. c), for the purposes of this example this is £1250.

2. Divide the total project cost by 100 and then times that amount by 75 

e.g. 
1250 ÷ 100 = 12.5. 

12.5  x   75 = 937.50

3. The final number gives the total amount that you are able to apply for e.g. in the example the eligible amount is £937.50.

· You do not have to apply for the full 75% of costs; this is the amount of the project costs that you are eligible to seek funding for.

· Each category has a maximum amount which cannot be exceeded even if this is within 75% of the total project cost (e.g. if a training course is in the Northwest and it costs £300, the eligible amount is £225, the maximum award is still £100)

· Please note, any venue costs will not be covered through the grant and if this is to be included in your total project cost then you should ensure that you have adequate match funding to cover this.

12. Bank Account Details
You must complete the Bank Account Details in order for your application to be processed and enclose a copy of the most recent bank statement for your account. 
Whilst we acknowledge it is good practice for organisations to hold some financial reserves, where considerable reserves are evident applicants may be asked to demonstrate to the panel that these are restricted or designated in line with their reserves policy.
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