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Third Sector Policy Group of Warrington Partnership

Terms of Reference

The vision of the Third Sector Policy Group (3SPG) is to form a partnership of public and voluntary sector organisations which work together to address and meet the needs of individuals, groups and communities within the borough. The outcome of this partnership will be to achieve a better quality of life for Warrington residents. Such a partnership would be characterised by:

· Respect for the views and opinions of others

· Being open, fair and transparent

· Encouraging a thriving Third Sector

Purpose

The purpose of the Third Sector Policy Group (3SPG) is to:

· Oversee progress and implementation of the recommendations from the VCS review

· Review and monitor the local Compact

· Ensure effective and efficient infrastructure support to the sector

· Receive and consider proposals and recommendations from the Third Sector Assembly

Membership

The group is required to be inclusive, with representatives from all stakeholders, but small enough to achieve its purpose. The composition includes:

· A named lead councillor as Chair – Cllr Liz Smith

· CVS Representatives – Nigel Bacon and Jenny Readman
· Named representatives from each LSP Thematic Group:
· Kerry Broadhead (Healthier Communities and Older People)

· Jan Souness (Safer Stronger Communities)

· Peter Taylor (Transport Enterprise Economic Development)

· Representative from (Children & Young People)

· Representatives from the Third Sector Engagement Forums via the Network Hub; Pam Arnold, Jayne Horton, Eileen Fitzgerald and Saleem Kahn.
· Officers from each commissioning public authority, i.e. the Council, Cheshire Police and the PCT; Terry Charnock (WBC), Martin Barber (Cheshire Police) and Jan Holding (PCT)
· Representatives from the Mental Health and Learning Disability Boards; Dave Matthews (MH) and Steve Winfield (LD).
· LSP Policy Manager - Colette Thomas
· LSP Representative – Steve Cullen

· Community Engagement Representative – Neil Anderson

The group will be facilitated by the Third Sector Team.
Members have a responsibility to ensure that if they are unable to attend that they nominate a suitable deputy who is fully briefed prior to the meeting.

Members have responsibility for briefing the progress of the 3SPG to their respective organisations.

Frequency

The 3SPG will meet quarterly.

Powers

The 3SPG will:

· be able to make recommendations to Warrington Partnership for action by partner agencies
· manage the work of the Community Capacity Building Team

· monitor compliance with the local Compact
· act as an advisory group to the Warrington Partnership on third sector issues of community cohesion

Reporting

The 3SPG will nominate a representative to report to the Partnership Board of Warrington Partnership.
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