Warrington Borough Council


West Coordination Area
LOCAL FUND - Application Criteria
INTRODUCTION

A Local Fund has again been identified as part of the Stronger Together programme.  This funding is for activities over the period of 2010 / 2011.
The total budget for this funding is £47,000.  It is envisaged that there will be three (3) rounds of funding, each worth approximately £16,000. We are prepared to consider grants from £50, but up to £5,000 where the case supporting the bid demonstrates that the anticipated impact will be significant.
Applications for joint working that include partners such as the police, health workers, housing, employment services will be especially welcome, as well as applications that have match funding.
EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES WE WILL FUND
Successful applications will provide activities which include some or all of the following elements, in that they address :
· Health inequalities
· Low skills and worklessness
· Child poverty
· Older person’s needs
· Regeneration
· The impact of the credit crunch

· Decent and affordable homes provision

· Neighbourhood working

· Reduce crime and fear of crime 

· Activities for Children and Young People

· Enable local people to participate in decisions relating to their neighbourhoods
WE WILL NOT FUND
· Political or religious activity

· Activity that is normally funded by partners, local statutory and non statutory organisations.

· Individuals

· Retrospective applications for costs

· More than one application per year from a single group or organisation for the same activity or the same application from a group year on year. 

APPLICATION PROCESS

The application form needs to be completed and returned to the address on the form.  The application will then be appraised and recommendations for funding will be made by the West Neighbourhoods Area Appraisal Panel which and their decision will be ratified by the West Area Board.
CRITERIA

ALL applications MUST meet the following criteria:-

· be for an activity based within the West Coordination area
· led by or in partnership with an organisation belonging to the voluntary, community and faith sector
· benefit people living in the area

· have measurable outcomes as a result of the funding

· follow equal opportunities and diversity principles 

FEEDBACK

An extremely important part of this process is the feedback given by all participants in this funding scheme, without which it would be impossible to measure a projects’ success or failure.

The nature of the feedback information we require from a project will be included with any grant offer and it is a strict rule that any future grant application in a future financial period will not be considered until feedback on a current grant has been received.

Using the information submitted in the application successful groups and organisations will be expected to:-

· evaluate the impact the project or activity has had and provide evidence to support this.
· provide evidence of actual spend

The information needed for feedback will be included in any grant offer and subsequent grants will not be approved until feedback has been received.  

Random audits will be carried out and all supporting evidence for any grant should be stored for a minimum of 6 years.
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